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PhotoSynthesis Productions Presents:

CIVIL WARRIORS 
Producers/Directors: Deborah C. Hoard & Che Broadnax

Editor: Che Broadnax

Runtime: 84 minutes

Overview: 

CIVIL WARRIORS is a feature film about the experiences of two black 
families from upstate New York -- fathers and sons who enlisted in the United 
States Colored Troops (USCT) and fought in the American Civil War. Their 
compelling true story unfolds through a unique interweaving of historical images 
with the rhythm and energy of spoken word performance. Contemporary 
narration guides us and provides historical context as the story unfolds.

A film by Deborah C. Hoard and Che Broadnax
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“This film movingly dramatizes a true Civil War 
story of free African-American volunteer soldiers 
from Ithaca, New York who fought in the Twenty-
sixth Regiment of the United State Colored Troops 
(USCT). CIVIL WARRIORS chronicles the men’s 
fighting spirit, religious faith, family ties, and their 
racist experiences with their own government. 
Writ large, CIVIL WARRIORS portrays a people’s 
historical strivings amidst adversity and their 
willingness to make the ultimate sacrifice on 
behalf of liberty, citizenship, and justice for all.” 

Margaret Washington
Professor of History and American Studies
Cornell University
Author, Sojourner Truth’s America

“The film’s storytelling style is unique in several 
ways that grab the attention and draw the viewer 
in. It is rare that people of color in America tell 
their own stories. More often, a documentary or 
narrative film will tell a story about a people or a 
time period. We see talking heads from various 
expert fields speak about how people lived, 
what they went through, or how they felt. CIVIL 
WARRIORS does the opposite by allowing the story 
to unfold in the voices of those who experienced it.

...The film is a jumping-off point for a conversation 
about our hidden history. It will provide those who 
view it, whether in the clasroom or the theater, 
with a structure within which which to talk about 
race and history and indeed, the ways history 
is shaped by those whose stories are told.”

Sarah K. Chalmers
Director of Civic Engagement
Civic Ensemble

“I was not prepared for the emotional impact it 
carries; its resonance, power, and connection to 
the work I do every day as a high school teacher.

 ...I have since become involved in writing curriculum 
for the film, and made it the centerpiece of the 11th 
and 12th grade American Studies course I teach. 

...Its power is in its expansive applicability to any 
place in the United States--any war, even--and in 
the the ageny it gives to young people to uncover the 
gaps in their understanding of history. The stories 
of free African-Americans who risked everything 
to return to the South in order to fight blew my 
students away, and inspired them in a lasting way.”

Bronwen Exter
High School Teacher
Lehman Alternative Community School

“CIVIL WARRIORS provides the viewer with the 
ways in which real people helped move our country 
closer to our democratic ideals. The film does this 
with sensitivity, clarity, and candor. Rather than 
oversimplifying what this meant for the people 
involved, the film peels away many of the ways that 
this impacted different people in different ways.”

Barry Derfel
Asst. Superintendent for Instructional Services
TST BOCES

Selected Reviews and Reactions
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SYNOPSIS:

CIVIL WARRIORS is a feature film about the experiences of two black families from upstate New 
York -- fathers and sons who enlisted in the United States Colored Troops (USCT) and fought in the 
American Civil War. Their compelling true story unfolds through a unique interweaving of historical 
images with the rhythm and energy of spoken word performance. Contemporary narration guides us 
and provides historical context as the story unfolds.

The men in CIVIL WARRIORS stood up to fight for freedoms they barely had. They stood up to 
be counted as men in a country that called them “boy.” They fought and died, but their stories go 
largely untold. The film is not only about individual men, but also about all of the soldiers who fought 
in the USCT; it is a history of black people as active agents in their own struggle -- as subjects, not 
objects of the Civil War. Their stories need to be told, not only in order to reclaim their rightful place 
in the shared history of our nation, but also to remind us that we need to participate and remain 
vigilant in the ongoing struggle for racial justice in our society.
 

Screenwriter:

Cinematography:

Set Design:

Narrator:

Sound Design:

Cast: 

LeVan D. Hawkins 

Ian Ward 
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Jacque Tara Washington
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Jonathan Flanigan

Ben Porter Lewis
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Norm Scott
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